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Richmond Yacht Club, Richmond CAThe Netherlandsé where they build 
bridges so the canal goes over the road.



Meet David and Kim



²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊƛŎƘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƛǊǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΦ

Cruising is doing maintenance in exotic locations . G



ÅThe Dutch invented the orange carrot. 
όhǊŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
country).

ÅThere are over 1,000 historic windmills 
there.

ÅThey are super tall people.
ÅThe Dutch eat the most liquorice in the 

world (yuck).
Å¢ƘŜ 5ǳǘŎƘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘŜŘ Ǝƛƴ όƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Genever 

there).
ÅOther inventions include the microscope 

and the stock market that the American 
stock exchange is based on.

ÅDid you know that Amsterdam is in North 
IƻƭƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǎ άIƻƭƭŀƴŘέΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ 
is a region inside of the Netherlands? Now 
you know.

[ŜǘΩǎ {ǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǊȅ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΧ



The Dutch Canal System
ÅWaterkaart app to navigate the canals. 
ÅCanals are clean and less weedy than other countries.
Å6000km of canals in a country that is continually adding 

more land.
ÅCan access all of Europe using canals.
ÅNetherlands ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ require the RYA International 

Competency Certificate (aka άL//έύ but it probably will in 
the future. The rest of Europe does require the ICC.

ÅDutch people are very helpful and friendly, but direct (they 
will tell you that you have something in your teeth when 
your best friend ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ have told you).

ÅBridge heights and depths are in DECI meters (NOT meters). 
This means height of 36.5 is 3.65m. Power line heights are in 
meters. 

ÅFriesland is ōƻŀǘŜǊΩǎ paradise (see light green area in the 
northwest, to the left).



ÅFriesland is one of 12 provinces in the Netherlands.
ÅThe boat-centric population is about 660,000 people.
ÅThe area has been occupied since the 4th century BC.
ÅFrisians are like Texans in that they consider 

themselves their own country.
ÅFriesland is situated above 53 degrees latitude, so in 

the summer the sun sets around 11:30pm and 
comes back up around 4:00am. 

ÅFrisian people are exceptionally tall (this is 
referenced in 5ŀƴǘŜΩǎ Divine Comedy).

ÅThere is a famous ice skating race that goes to the 
oldest άŜƭŜǾŜƴ ŎƛǘƛŜǎέ called the Elfstedentocht. 

ÅThose are not hearts on the flag. They are 
άpompeblêdenέ (lily pads), and they reference the 
Frisian άǎŜŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ from the Middle Ages. 

Fryslân-hǳǊ άIƻƳŜέ



Dutch Gongoozling



What the hell is a Skûtsje?

όYƛƳ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƛǘ ŀ άscootcheeέΦύ



1974 MarakD{!Y млΣс άCompagnonέ
10,6m LOA Ê3,3m @ the beam Êdraws 1.1m

5,1m with the mast up Ê3,8m with the mast down
²ŜƛƎƘǘ Χ ŀōƻǳǘ мс ǘƻƴǎ



Thuis (Home)



That Feeling of Beingin Over Your Head

ÅNeeds new paint job
ÅBrightwork trashed
ÅCanvas coming apart
ÅYard tells us to leave 2 days 

after we get there
ÅWhat did we do???
ÅBut, the engine has 54 hours 
ƻƴ ƛǘΧ hmmmmΧ



Jachthavensand Winterstalling

Å Full Service Yards to store your boat in the off season.
Å They work on our boat during the 9 months we are not there.
Å²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ оrd yard in 2 years, and we found our perfect 

place.
ÅWoman owned boatyard.
Å Incredibly clean and well run yard.
ÅWe can work on our own boat and stay in the B&B on 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΦ

ÅWe can pull into the yard during the season to fix things.
Å¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ όά¢ŜƴŘŜǊέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƻƎ όάCŜƴŘŜǊέύ ǘƻ ǇŜǘΦ

Å Cost for storage is around $1200/year (this is for the 9 
months we are not in Europe).

Å Be ready to be surprised by the hourly yard rate.





Destination: Compagnon

Å ~12 hours to Amsterdam 
from SFO

Å Dutch train system rocks. 
2.5 hours to Grou with a 
switch in the middle

Å NO UBER! WhatsApp the 
only taxi driver in Grou 
(Atiq) and he meets us at 
the station. (Hint: 
everyone in the rest of the 
world uses WhatsApp)

Å Pick up boat at yard and 
motor 35 minutes to Grou 
marina

Å Sleep off some jet lag, 
then provision the next 
day at the Jumbo grocery 
store (see left, it has a 
dock!)

This is Atiq H



How We Cruise

ÅPlan to arrive when everyone else is leaving after breakfast to get a parking spot if going to a 
Passantenhaven
ÅάPassantenhavenέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƳŀǊƛƴŀέΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŀǊƛƴŀǎ Ŏƻǎǘ мс-нлϵ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ
ÅIf you need to fill your water before you leave, start early. It takes us about an hour to fill 

our water tanks.
ÅKeep all your 1 and 2 Euro coins, because you will need them for showers, laundry and 

bruggeld or sluisgeld.
ÅWe motor ~4 hours per day so we have time to wander around the next destination.
ÅMany bridges and locks have lunch hours and are not open between 12-1p.
ÅCamera bewaking ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƻǇŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ōǊƛŘƎŜΦ Bridgekeepers in small towns 

operate ALL the bridges in the town, and ride a bike alongside you to get to the next bridge.
ÅLǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴΦ
Å²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǎƛŘŜǿŀȅǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻǿ ƻǊ ǎǘŜǊƴ ƻƴ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ

Å¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ±IC ǊŀŘƛƻ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ±ICΦ
ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ƴƻǊǘƘ όŀōƻǾŜ [ŜŜǳǿŀǊŘŜƴύΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ 
ŎŀǊŘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ 


